4 LETTER OF WARNING FECM 5 RAR VIETNAM
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1 This is to infcrm you tbat..p.;,fi..,o..&......;, whether he is

Jyour husband, scn, sweetheart, nephew, mate, fiancee, pet, old friend,
brecther, having completed an arduous tcur of duty in the Republic of
VIETHAM, is leaving cur little city of AP AN PHU, situated zmong swamps,
sandhills, rubber tress, Jjungle and rice paddys.

Ze He is nc longer the sweet unspiclt bey who left Australia fired
with petriotism and z zest for adventure, the men with = missicn. He

is now older, leaner, wiszer, water soakes, =2nd slightly ocranzy; so get the
women off the streets, hide 211 the becr znd grog, put & chain azrouni the
Ffridge, and note the follcwings: .
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YOU MUST IMPRESS UPCN HIM AND R=ZALIZE THAT

e The house is respectzble — he doesn't have to orgenise some
blokes intc a work party it paint the place in the Unit's colour:s.

be This man has survived the worst that the Fer Eest has tec of for:
mud, rain, heat, dust, sand, monscons,; typhoons and lonliness.

Ce He may look straonge, and act cven more strangely, but zfter
the time he has spent in VIETNAM, this can only be expectad.

de Pay no attenticn if he smears 21l his food, including sweets
with Soy Bauce, or mixes raw snzails in his potatrtes for flavour.

Ca NEVER say anything zb-ut pewlered eggs, "C" rations, fresh
bread, de~hydrated potatses, milk, ice crcam or cold ten.

fo He will gagze in awe aond.fascinaticn at blonle haired jussi.

girls, blue eycs, trams, shects (especially clesn ones), notels,
and tight sweaters. HRemember his only ccntzet with Tound eyed
white wemen has been via the centre pages of Playboy Magazine;
end hc will probably think that 21) girls have staple marks on
their sticmachs,

e NEVER ask him "Does it ever rain in Vietnam" or "Arc tHs
women really flzt chested", the consequences could be voery soverc.

h. Hey, with his metes, hes fermed 2 new language, sc¢ 1o help him
out, try and refrain from szying any of the fcollowing: CO, RSM,

BP, MP, POGO, 2€ and 28, COFFERS, and FIELD PUNISHMENT. If he
stends there and mutters "Choy Oy, Uc Dai Loi, Xin Leci, Be Nic,
Boom Boom, MNumber One, Dung Loi, Number Welwve" or any cther sbtraong:
sayings, igncre him and FEVER ask him what they mean.

i Act as if nothing has happened if he "pees" in the gutter,
this is the custom and 2 commen proctice in VIETNAM.

je If te stands there flushing the toilet, or turning lights on
and off, humour him, these aTe all noveltics to him.

k. Encourage him to drink out of a glass, he has only drank from
cans throughout his tour, and when he Tinishes his drink, he may
fling the container over his shoulder and shout "Up the o0ld xred
roosterdd" Beware, the furniture will suffer, it cannot stand

as much as sandbags.

1. If he heads fcr the back garden with a shovel in hand, and
a strained look on his foce, just gently direct him tc the nearest
cocnvenience.

Me If he won't get up at a reasonable hcur, just stand neer %Lim
and whisper "Lights on the wire"”, watch him leap out of bed with
a strangled cry and grovel under the carpet.



N Be careful not to say "I wish it would rain", "You buy me
Saeigon Tez", cr "It'll be on thc next Jeparit". He cannot be held
responsible for his actions.

Oe crce of habit cculd cause him toe dencunce all in authority,
abuse everybody in signt, sleer with his boots on, and grind
cigerette butts intc what may be your carpet. Humour him.

p. It is agwissble for you to explain to visitors that he hes
forgotten Australiczn customs when he searches them, and wandexs
around the house clad in only a towel or underpants.

qs If he is driving, make it clear tc him that in australia they 5
drive on the left side of the rosd,~and do N0t Blast 6y the horn
whenever they see scmething. Also explain what a crosswalk is.

T Keep kim locked up 2s the postman arrives each day. He

coulé become visclent, race out, flatten the pestie, upend his
bag, sSezrch him a2pnd i%t, then demand why he has not received a
letter.

2a We found affer 5 RAR's last tour "that mest had returned to normolity
within 12 months. Meke him feel impertant and wanted. Tell him that =211
cabbies and shopkeepers are not scoundrele, VIETNAM is a long way away, thc
mosquitoes will not hurt him, everybody lowes him, and draught beer is nct
poisonous.

3 He may not lock or act it, but he is your very cwn. Given tine,
he will become accustomed to civiliged living again. DO NOT send any
more letters or parcels to ....F@?.f?f;., as this cragzy looking, blocdy
cyed, mud splattered, damp, dishevelled, lovable soldier IS ON HIS WAY
BACK TO YOU.
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Fe—THANK YOU AND COOD TUCK.
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P.5. Hide all your pills, he is aceustomed to teking 3 pills a day, your
pills could heve an adverse affect on him.




