HUGE numbers turned out to Wednesday's Anzac Day service in Portland despite the wel weather. Elements of the service had to be

shortened or abandoned due to the rain,
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Rain fails to dampen spirits
as P Portiand honours Anzacs

U"NIDI:II_ a Portland sk}- that alernated
beiween weak sunshine and drenching
drizzle, hundreds gathered at the Memorial
Triangle on Wednesday to honour the
102,000 Australians who have died serving
their nation in the armed forces

A light but steady rain dampened the crowd
that gathered along Percy, Julia, Bentinck and
Cliff streets to watch the Anzac Day parade
beginning at 10.25qm.

“What a shame.” one woman said 1o another
along the parade route. “1t was sunny just half
an hour ago.”

At the Memoral Triangle, small clusters of
onlookers gathered undermeath umbrellas and
trees awaiting the marchers, who were led
by the banner of the 5 Battalion. Marching
behind were several dosen men and women,
with Vietnam velerans making up the majority.
A very small number of older diggers arrived
by jeep and other transpan,

The service opened with the laying of
wreaths, many of which were carefully placed
by students from 10 local schools and from
Service organisabons,

After hymns and a prayver, Glenelg Shire

Mayor Gilbert Wilson introduced the guest
speiker, Col. Roger Wainwright, formerly of
Charlie Company, SRAR, in Vietnam. The
retired officer, who remains very active In
SRAR activities, reminded the crowd that the
Gallipoli landings, 97 years ago on Wednesday,
took place when federated Australia was barely

I 4-years old

“The loss of life was so profound that it was
the first large-scale human tragedy o beset
Australia,” he said,

Quoting Sir William Deane, Col Wamwright
emphasised thai the spint of Anzac was not
really about loss at all.

“It 15 about courage and endurance, and duty,
and love of country, and mateship, and good
humour and the survival of a sense of self-
worth and decency i the face of dreadfal
odds.”

He asked the crowd to recall the four battalions
of the 2 Brigade, who lost one third of their
number attacking the key Turkish objective of
Krithia.

“Their pluck was titanic,” an admining British
officer wrote, “They were not men but gods,
demons infuriated.”

Col, Wainwrnight also reminded Portlanders

that Anzac Day is not just abowt the past
Governments, he said, have a3 moral
responsibility to provide adequate support for
the troops both during and after service.

“The upcoming withdrawal [rom
Afghanistan will be a modem yardstick for
this commitment,” he said “After 10 years
involvernent and multiple tours by many,
there are those who are suffering. In past wars,
casualties from battle fatigue or shell shock
were seen as weaknesses. Mental wounding is
an arca that has been stigmatised, but 15 now
being recognised as a genuine consequence of
war.”

He called on government o support the
farmilics of those who died m this conflct,
rehabilitate those who need it and ensure that
compensation 15 applied fairly and swifily
Col Wainwright also predicted that even in
an era of growing multiculturalism throughout
Australia, the nation would continue 1o pause
every April 25 1o remember.

“Anzac Day 15 instilled in us and will remain
part of our lore forever,” he said

By this point in the procesdings, with rain
coming down steadily, it was time for the
plaving of the Last Posi,




Remembering fallen with beautiful flowers

AN aerial view of the floral tribute in honour of

the visiting Fifth Battalion of the Royal Australian [

Regiment, who did two tours of Vietnam, which ws
made by recreating the Battalion's emblem at the
Memorial Triangle. Volunteers helped fo recreate
the tiger emblem on Tuesday morning, in time for
Wednesday's services. The floral displays will be in
place until Monday morning.
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VOLUNTEERS work to arrange the collected and donated flowers for the Anzac
Day floral display. Together with the wreaths and memorial crosses the lawns of
the Memorial Triangle were a fitting floral tribute to veterans that were present
and those no longer with us. The wreaths and floral display were prepared on
Tuesday, before Wednesday's Anzac Dar' services. Volunteers are also reguired
to help from 8.30am on Monday to help assist the Portland RSL Sub-Branch
with the clean up at the Memorial Triangle. Picture: SUPPLIED
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